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Hayavadana: A Play by Grish Karnad

Whose daughter was Padmini?

What were Devadatta and Kapila famous for?

Why did Kapila go to visit Padmini in her house?

What landmark did Kapila use to find Padmini?

Why did Devadatta look down on Kapila even though he was his best
friend?

Why did Devadatta doubt his friend and wife?

Why did Devadatta kill himself in front of the Kali temple the first time?
Why did Kapila kill himself in front of the Kali temple the first time?

Why did Padmini exchange the two heads when she attached them to the
two bodies?

Did Kapila’s body grow after the heads got exchanged? Or did it remain
the same?

Did Devadatta ever stop doubting Kapila?

Why did Devadatta and Kapila commit suicide the second time? How was
it different from the first time?

Who lived in the jungle after Devadatta and Kapila exchanged heads?
Devadatta or Kapila?

Whose child did Padmini have? Devadatta’s or Kapila’s?

What did Padmini do at the end of the play?
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Debate Questions:

1. Was Devadatta justified in doubting Padmini and Kapila?

2. Did Padmini love Kapila behind Devadatta’s back? Or was she faithful to him
all the way?

3. Why did Kapila ask Padmini to go home with him after the heads got
exchanged?

4. After the heads got exchanged, did Padmini continue to love Devadatta or
did she love Kapila?

5. After the heads got exchanged, who was Devadatta and who was Kapila? Is
the person named after the head or the body? Or both?

6. Kapila tells Padmini that the child she has was his because it came from his
body. Was he justified in saying that?

7. Which is more important in defining what a person is? Head or body or
both?
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If you got someone else’s body, will that body grow back to how your body
was earlier? Or will it continue to be the other person’s body?

What is the primary theme of the play? Is it about doubts, or about what
makes a human being: head or body?

10.Did Kali punish Padmini by making her exchange the heads for a sin she

committed, or was the entire event just fate?

11.If Padmini had placed the heads the right way (right person’s head with

right person’s body), tell us what could have happened in the story?

12.Was Padmini justified in killing herself at the end, or should she have

continued bearing the child she had?
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Activities:

1. Rewrite the story in 2 pages assuming that Padmini actually attached the
right heads to the right bodies.
2. Write one story choosing from one of the themes below:
a. Write a story from your own life about someone whose powerful
mind overcame the inadequacies of a weak body
b. Write another story from your own life about someone whose weak
mind destroyed a strong body.
c. Write a story in which doubt destroyed a family or a relationship
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